LITERARY VALUES

Analogy means an agreement of relations or an
equality of ratios.

When we speak of the body as a tenement and
the soul as the tenant, we mean or aver that the rela-
tion of the soul to the body is the same as that of the
man to the house he occupies. In either case the
occupant can move out or in, and is entirely distinct
from the structure that shelters him. But if we know
anything about the relations of the mind and the
body, we know that they are not like this; we know
that they are not truthfully expressed in this com-
parison.

Bishop Butler's "analogy from nature," upon
which he built his famous work, will not any better
bear close examination. What analogy is there be-
tween death and sleep or a swoon ? what agreement
of ratios ? The resemblance is entirely superficial,
Or how can we predict another sphere of existence
for man because another sphere awaits the unborn
infant ? But another sphere does not await the un-
born infant; only new and different relations to the
same physical sphere. An embryo implies a future;
but what is there embryonic about the mature man ?

This breakdown of Butler's argument in regard to
a future life was pointed out by Matthew Arnold;
the very point in dispute, namely, a future life, is
assumed. If there is a future life, if there is another
world, it doubtless bears some analogy to this. In
like manner, if there are fairies and nymphs and
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